Our Favorite Idioms

Project Description

In this activity, students learn about idiomatic expressions and their meanings. Each student selects
15 idiomatic expressions to illustrate and write about. The finished texts and illustrations are compiled
into a Microsoft PowerPoinpresentation of idiomatic expressions entitled Our Favorite Idioms

Introduction

The English language has thousands of
idioms. Idioms are expressions that have
hidden meanings. You can’t tell what
idiomatic expressions mean by taking the
words within them literally. So. you have
to understand something about the people or
community in which idioms are used to
really understand them. How many of our
favorite idioms do you understand?

Table of Contents

In the Doghouse

Follow Your Nose

Hang In There
Add Fuel to the Fire

Follow Your Nose

* When I asked my

teacher the way to the
library, she said.
“Follow your nose!”
* Follow your nose
means go straight
ahead. «

In the Doghouse

+ Keith was really in the
doghouse when he
forgot to bring home
his social studies
book.

* In the doghouse
means 1n lots of
trouble. It may even
mean someone may
get punished.

Hang In There

I was thinking about
quitting when I heard
my coach shout,
“Hang in there! You
can do 1t!”

* Hang in there means
to not give up trying.
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Special Note:Here are some Idioms for you to use with your PowerPoint.

1 Ace up his sleeve

2 Add fuel to the fire

3 All ears

4 All thumbs

5 Ants in your pants

6 Apple of my eye

7 As the crow flies

8 At the drop of a hat

9 At the end of my rope

10 Ax to grind

11 Backseat driver

12 Baker's dozen

13 Barking up the wrong tree

14 Beating a dead horse

15 Beating around the bush

16 Bee in his bonnet

17 Beggars can't be choosers

18 Between a rock and a hard place
19 A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush
20 Birds of a feather flock together

21 Bite off more than you can chew
22 Bite the bullet

23 Bite the dust

24 Blow your own horn

25 Bottom line

26 Break a leg

27 Break the ice

28 Brought down the house

29 Bug off

30 Burn the candle at both ends
31 Bury the hatchet

32 Busy as a beaver

33 Butter up the teacher

34 Butterflies in my stomach

35 Button your lip

36 By the skin of your teeth

37 Casting pearls before swine
38 Cat got your tongue

39 Catch more flies with honey than with vinegar
40 Chewed the fat

41 Chicken feed

Student Check List

1. Completed Idiomatic Expressions Table
2. Title Page

3. Introduction

4. Table of Contents

5. Idiom Pages
a. 15 pages

6. Reference Page

Additional Resources

Here are some Internet sites related to idioms.

e At this Web site, students will find the Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms. The
Internet site address is: http://dictionary.cambridge.org/




Idiomatic Expressions

Directions: List 15 idioms or idiomatic expressions that you know, understand, and like. Then write what each one means. Finally,
write an idea or two for illustrating each one.

No. Idiom or Idiomatic Expression/What It Means lllustration Ideas

1

10




